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Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council  
DNR Division Reports 
Date of Production:  February 2021 
This documentation is provided by Michigan DNR staff as supplemental information to the  
Eastern UPCAC members.    

 
 

DNR Public Meetings  

For virtual or conference call meeting information, please go to the DNR website at:  

www.michigan.gov/DNRMeetings  and click on the appropriate meeting and/or agenda for instructions.  

February 4  Michigan State Waterways Commission , 9 a.m., virtual (Contact: Michelle Wieber, 517 - 285 - 0747)  

February 6  Trails Advisory Council  ð (All - committee meeting includes Trails Advisory Council, Off - Road Vehicle 

Workgroup, Nonmotorized Advisory Workgroup, Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup and Equine Trails 

Subcommittee), 9 a.m., virtual (Contact Annalisa Centofa nti, 517 - 331 - 6219)  

February 9  Eastern UP Citizensõ Advisory Council Meeting (virtual) (call 906- 226 - 1331 to attend)  

February 10  Michigan State Park Advisory Committee , 2 p.m., virtual (Contact: Barbara Graves, 517 - 284 - 6135)  

February 11  Natural Resources Commission Meeting (virtual) (call 517 - 284 - 6237 to attend)  

February 16  Michigan Iron Industry Museum Advisory Board , 3 p.m., virtual (Contact: Barry James, 906 - 475 - 7857)  

February 17  Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board , 9 a.m., virtual (Contact: Jon M ayes, 517 - 284 - 5954)  

February 19  Timber and Forest Products Advisory Council , 8:30 a.m., virtual (Contact: Kimberley Korbecki, 517 -

284 - 5876)  

February 23  Accessibility Advisory  Council , 9 a.m., virtual (Contact: Mike Holsinger, 517 - 284 - 5946)  

February 24  Michigan Board of Foresters , 8:30 am, virtual (Contact:   Brenda Haskill, 989 - 370 - 9557)  

February 26  Michigan Wildlife Council , 10 a.m., virtual (Contact: Pam Vance, 517 - 284 - 6056)  

March 11  Natural Resources Commission Meeting (virtual) (call 517 - 284 - 6237 to attend)  

March 18  Western UP Citizensõ Advisory Council Meeting (virtual) (call 906- 226 - 13 31 to attend)  

 

U.P. State Park & State Sponsored Activities  

*Please check with the state park before attending activity for any scheduling changes.*  

February 6  Tahquamenon Falls State Park ð Upper Falls Guided Snowshoe Hike  

February 13 - 14  Free Fishing Weekend!  

February 13  Tahquamenon Falls State Park ð Upper Falls Guided Snowshoe Hike  

February 20  Tahquamenon Falls State Park ð Upper Falls Guided Snowshoe Hike  

February 27  Tahquamenon Falls State Park ð Upper Falls Guided Snowshoe Hike  

April 22 - 30  Run for the Trees/Happy Little Virtual 5K ( Michigan.gov/DNRHappyLittleTrees ) 

 

Recent  DNR Press Releases 

For full details, go to: http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom 

Á Munising Moose Lodge fishing derby coming up  (1/29/21)  

Á Showcasing the DNR: Generations of Michigan steelhead fishing  (1/28/21)  

Á Snowmobilers: 'Ride Right' so you make it  home safe  (1/28/21)  

Á Final days to apply for a spring turkey license  (1/28/21)  

http://www.michigan.gov/DNRMeetings
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79917---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990847163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hxe8qiMLvxdLXTYtxvKwzzMGHlIKVjmW32O9I4UekXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79907---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990857115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H4A2mC28P6KVpYQsOw%2FuR2xijCCm2ARu6LG5PkRwP0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79913---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990837202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pApG7I6QbhrVXcJCZFpQEqAdrTXiiCD1JODvDU99pNs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmhc%2F0%2C9075%2C7-361--487364--%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990837202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Wz1r1Ya%2FkSlYDou8agSItrxBU4lIsqeoLoTs%2BkktjoM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79910---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990827249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iAsY95EqTdOz%2B3kVXmlZGRb4XsMclCWKnnU1cKt8dCc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79914---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990857115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=U8fh2JlOfPT9hkVMmAATzqqCwZem%2FhBCWBucUvbNFr4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_79900---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990797379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yU2voNnBJ17duB6o7xUmp8zGSqgA%2BsDd1%2FqYFYPxWcU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2F0%2C4570%2C7-350-79137_79763_87367---%2C00.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990807335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B8z8ko1h1ARjE%2BO9zVKKb%2B9YQVxDXvAUCFqXNjroKX4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhereformioutdoors.org%2Freports%2F%3Futm_campaign%3Dmeetings%2Broundup_Feb2021%26utm_medium%3Ddigest%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cf7d3dd9f3c2f49b9efe208d8bc9b6b70%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466722990847163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d36MjknbOEUkFyAJ4gjP6MGqZSWGlgOON8vp4YSRdhU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/dnrhappylittletrees
http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom
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Á DNR Get Involved: state park volunteer opportunities, elk license plate & mor e (1/28/21)  

Á DNR accepting applications for Wolf Management Advisory Council  (1/27/21)  

Á DNR purchases permanent trail easements in the Upper Peninsula  (1/26/21)  

Á Black Lake sturgeon season, wildland firefighting innovation, bear survey  (1/25/21)  

Á Support wildlife conservation while on the go!  (1/22/21)  

Á Showcasing the DNR: Restoring a classic  (1/21/21)  

Á Owl- viewing etiquette, Outdoor Skills Academy and new invasive species webinars  (1/19/21)  

Á Get out and enjoy the snow this weekend  (1/15/21)  

Á Showcasing the DNR: A century of commitment to Michiganõs natural resources (1/14/21)  

Á Bear hunters, we need your input  (1/13/21)  

Á DNR hiring for 2021 conservation officer academy  (1/13/21)  

Á Snowmobiler involved in Chippewa County crash dies at hospita l (1/12/21)  

 

Grant Contacts  

For grant information, to go:  http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Recreation Passport Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Aquatic Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Kammy Frayre, 517-284-5970, frayrek1@michigan.gov 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
U.P. Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Grant Bill Scullon, 906-563-9247, scullonh@michigan.gov 
 

  
 
 

EUPCAC Council Member Term Expirations/Renewal 
 
This is the time of year, every two years, when term limits expire for half of the Council.  The 
following terms are up for renewal:  Kristy Beyer, Tom Buckingham, AJ Downey, Kevin 
Erickson, Tim Hass, Bernie Hubbard, Tom Paquin and Tony Wright.  All have expressed a 
desire to be considered for another 4-year term.  There are a total of 4 current vacancies (left by 
Jim Duke, Glenn Moll, Angel Abbs Portice and Allan Augustyn, who decided not to renew). The 
Selection Committee process will be initiated in the next month to review applications solicited by 
a press release for vacancies (due February 1) and new members will be chosen based on a 
variety of factors.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Stacy or Kristi.   
 

 

 

 

 

February UP Field Deputy Update ς Stacy Haughey 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:frayrek1@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:scullonh@michigan.gov
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Jan 08, 2021 

DNR pilot project clears the way for winter fishing access 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has organized a pilot program to 
keep boating access sites plowed this winter at more than two dozen popular Upper 
Peninsula ice-fishing locations. 

Various local partners have volunteered to assist the DNR with the program to help 
ensure that access to ice-fishing opportunities in the U.P. are available consistently 
during winter. 

The 26 locations ï situated across 10 of the U.P.ôs 15 counties ï are DNR boating 
access sites managed for recreational boating. 

ñBecause we have had continued requests from the public to maintain access throughout the winter, weôve partnered 
with a number of entities to assist with plowing for winter access,ò said Zack Bishop, a DNR Parks and Recreation 
Division unit supervisor. ñWe have entered into agreements with each partner to try this concept for one year. 
Depending on the success of the pilot program, we may or may not continue it into next winter.ò 

An evaluation to take place at the end of the winter will assess several things, including how often the plowed sites 
are used and whether damage occurs to the access ramps, which has been a concern. 

Boating access sites to be plowed this winter include: 

¶ Baraga County: Vermilac Lake, Silver River 

¶ Chippewa County: Conley Point 

¶ Delta County: Kipling 

¶ Dickinson County: Hamilton Lake 

¶ Iron County:  Indian Lake, Swan Lake, Lake Mary, East Lake Emily, Lake Ellen 

¶ Keweenaw County: Gratiot Lake, Lake Medora, Lake Bailey 

¶ Luce County: Little Lake Harbor, Kakôs Lake, Big Manistique Lake (County Line access) 

¶ Mackinac County: South Manistique Lake, North Manistique Lake, Milakokia Lake and Millecoquins Lake 

¶ Marquette County:  Lake Michigamme, Greenwood Reservoir, Johnson Lake, Big Shag Lake, East Bass Lake 

¶ Schoolcraft County: Big Spring Landing 

 

ñThe DNR is very pleased with our partners offering to make this program possible, including the county road 
commissions in Baraga, Chippewa, Dickinson, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac, Marquette and Schoolcraft 
counties, Forsyth Township, Bayshore Resort Bait & Tackle, Travel Marquette, South Shore Fishing Association and 
Gwinn Bait & Tackle,ò said Doug Rich, DNR Parks and Recreation Division western U.P. district supervisor. 

This pilot project is something the DNR has been trying to implement for several years but doing so is not as simple 
as it might seem. 

ñThe DNR has more than 85 restricted funds. By law, the adopted budget allocations involving the state and federal 
restricted funds must be used properly,ò said Stacy Welling Haughey, DNR U.P. field deputy. ñWe cannot use funds 
from one source to pay for another. As an example, we cannot utilize funding that comes from boater registration 
fees for non-boating uses.ò 

Specifically, money used to build and maintain DNR boating access sites comes from the state's Waterways Fund, 
which is derived from a portion of gasoline taxes and proceeds from the sale of watercraft registrations. This funding 
is restricted to be used only to support recreational boating. 

DNR boating access sites are designed and built for boating, not winter use. 

Haughey said DNR staffers consulted their counterparts in Wisconsin and Minnesota to learn how those departments 
address this same situation. 

ñIt is often handled on a site-by-site basis. Wisconsin indicated they work with several local units of government and 
Minnesota mentioned that resort owners often keep the sites open to bring in tourists,ò Haughey said. ñIn the U.P., 
we have worked with local units of government, tourism groups, county road commissions, bait shop owners, fishing 



 

 

Page 4 of 20 

 

groups and individuals in creating this opportunity for this winter, and we hope folks will get outside and enjoy the 
additional access.ò 

Organizations or individuals interested in partnering to keep additional sites open if this pilot project continues next 
winter, please contact Stacy Haughey at WellingS1@michigan.gov or 906-226-1331. 

For more information on places to fish in Michigan, visit the DNRôs webpage at: Michigan.gov/Fishing. 

 

December 18, 2020  
Contact: press@michigan.gov   

   

Governor Whitmer Makes Appointments to Boards and Commissions 
   
Michigan Natural Resources Commission  
Thomas A. Baird, of Elk Rapids, is the owner of Thomas Baird Consultants. He holds an associateôs 
degree in general studies from Grand Rapids Junior College, a Bachelor of Sciences in Political Science 
and Psychology from Grand Valley State University, and a Juris Doctor degree from the University of 
Michigan. Mr. Baird is appointed to represent Democrats for a term commencing January 1, 2021 and 
expiring December 31, 2024. He succeeds Christopher Tracy whose term expires December 31, 2020.  
 
David Cozad, of Bay City, is the president of Mainstream Resources. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology from Alma College and a Master of Science in Aquatic Biology from Central Michigan University. 
Mr. Cozad is appointed to represent Democrats for a term commencing January 1, 2021 and expiring 
December 31, 2024. He succeeds Louise Klarr whose term expires December 31, 2020.   
 
The Michigan Natural Resources Commission (NRC) has exclusive authority to regulate the taking of 
game and sportfish and is authorized to designate game species and authorize the establishment of the 
first open season for animals through the issuance of orders.   
  
These appointments are subject to the advice and consent of the Senate.  

 

 

How to Participate in the NRC Meetings 
 

Á If you're unable to attend the meeting but wish to submit written comments on agenda items, please 
write to: Natural Resources Commission, P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, Ml 48909 or email: 
nrc@michigan.gov.  
 

Á If you would like further information or would like to address the Commission, please contact the NRC 
Assistant at 517-284-6237 or email: nrc@michigan.gov. Persons registering on or before the Friday 
preceding the meeting will be allowed up to five (5) minutes for their presentation. Persons registering 
after the Friday preceding the meeting or at the meeting will be allowed up to three (3) minutes. 
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the NRC Assistant.  

 

Á Look for the agendas and other Natural Resources Commission items at the Natural Resources 
Commission webpage (www.michigan.gov/NRC). 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:WellingS1@michigan.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..GuBwdpDLm3JNF2zukQdyiP31cKEmZWXbhY7tZitCE4g%2Fs%2F1368817929%2Fbr%2F92858842678-l&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7C5f0f912c658d40e415db08d8bc985b35%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637466709832126834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XPn85fmNEZZbhc3Xrc%2FtH%2FtGxTK5Xc%2BIy0gcH9S%2B59U%3D&reserved=0
mailto:press@michigan.gov
mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
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The WUPCAC Meeting  was held on January 7th virtually via Zoom with 65 attendees , including Council 
members, NRC commissioners, DNR staff, legislative representatives, and the public.  The following 
agenda items were discussed: 
  Division updates by DNR staff 
  Public Comments on Agenda Items:  5 individuals commented on the proposed deer regulations and 
the Councilõs proposed wolf resolution.  Several email and phone communications on those topics 
were also acknowledged.   

  2021 UP Deer Regulation Recommendations by Ashley Autenrieth, DNR Deer Program Biologist:  This 
was a continuing discussion from the last meeting. 

  Wolf Delisting Process Update:  Stacy spoke about the delisting status, Cody Norton and Brian Roell 
provided DNR input on the proposed resolution, and Council Member George Lindqui st provided a 
review of the Wildlife Subcommitteeõs resolution.  This resolution was the same resolution the EUPCAC 
passed at their December meeting.  The Council voted, and it was passed by majority.  Both the 
EUPCAC and WUPCACõs resolutions were submitted to DNR Director Eichinger. 

  Status of White Nose Syndrome in the UP by John DePue 
  The WUPCACõs next meeting will be on Thursday, March 18 via Zoom. 
  Darla Lenz from the Ottawa National Forest provided an introduction of herself during the final public 

comment period of the agenda.   

  
Á  

AGENDA NOTE: In response to the COVID-19 emergency, the February meeting will be held in an online format with 
the opportunity for the public to view the meeting online and provide public comment by telephone. If you would like 
to provide public comment, please email NRC@michigan.gov.  (Agenda subject to change prior to February 11, 
2021 Meeting) 
 

I. Chair Carol Moncrieff Rose  
II. Roll Call 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of January 14, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
V. NRC Committee of the Whole  

a. 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
i. Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons ς 20 minutes (Barb Avers) 
ii. Hunting and Trapping in State Parks and Recreation Areas; Chapter VII Corrections ς 10 

minutes (Nicole Toman-Hunt) 
iii. Wildlife Annual Report and Pure Michigan Hunt Winners ς 10 minutes (Holly Vaughn) 

VI. Public Comment 
a. 5 Minute Comments 
b. 3 Minute Comments 

VII. New Business 
a. Land Transactions  

i. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Gaylord Management Unit ς Charlevoix County Land 
Transaction Case #20200090 

ii. Sale of Surplus DNR-Managed Land, Southwest Region ς Allegan County Land Transaction 
Case #20190146 

b. 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ hǊŘŜǊǎ 

Western UPCAC Update 
 

February 11, 2021 9:00am NRC Agenda ς DRAFT AS OF 1/19/2021 
 

mailto:NRC@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Meeting_Minutes_DRAFT_Dec_10_711701_7.pdf
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i. Land Use Order of the Director Amendment No. 2 of 2021, PRD Possession and 
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages, Prohibited Conduct 

c. NRC Orders 
i. Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 1 of 2021, Migratory Game Bird Hunting 

Seasons  
ii. Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 2 of 2021, Hunting and Trapping in State Parks 

and Recreation Areas 
VIII. Old Business 

a. 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ hǊŘŜǊǎ  
i. Land Use Order of the Director, Amendment No. 1 of 2021, Public Act 288 (PA 288) Forest 

Road Inventory 
b. NRC Orders 

i. Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 8 of 2020, Deer Regulations 
ii. Fish Order 245.21, Fish Disease Damage 

IX. Commissioner Reports 
X. Adjournment 

 

If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to submit written comments on Agenda items, please write to: Natural Resourc es Commission, 

P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, Ml 48909 or email: nrc@michigan.gov. If you would like further information or would like to address the Commission, 

please contact the NRC Assistant at 517-881-9630 or email: nrc@michigan.gov. Persons registering on or before the Friday preceding the meeting 

will be all owed up to five {5) minutes for their presentation. Persons registering after the Friday preceding the meeting or at the meeting will be 

allowed up to three (3) minutes. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the NRC Assistant. Look for this Agenda and 

other Natural Resources Commission items at Natural Resources Commission webpage. 

 

  
 
 

The Michigan Natural Resources Commission met January 14, 2021 in an online conference format. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
Two new commission members, David Cozad of Bay City and Tom Baird of Elk Rapids, were introduced. 
 
Cozad is a lifelong Michigander from Bay City. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Alma College 
and a Master of Science degree in aquatic biology from Central Michigan University. He is President of 
Mainstream Resources, an environmental consulting firm founded in 1982, which specializes in the design, 
implementation, and monitoring of aquatic ecosystem restoration projects. 
 
He has served as Director of Environmental Affairs and Community Development for Bay County from 
1993-1996. As well, he was co-founder of Restoration Dredging and served as its President from 2001 to 
2015. When he's not in the field working, you'll likely find Covad upland bird hunting, fishing, cross country or 
downhill skiing, hiking, floating Michigan's rivers or participating in numerous volunteer natural resource 
conservation projects sponsored by grass roots organizations. 
 
Baird is also a lifelong Michigander, born and raised in Grand Rapids. He now resides in Elk Rapids with 
his wife Ellen. Following graduation from Grand Valley State College, Tom worked in the Michigan Senate 
before attending the University of Michigan Law School. He spent his career in the Lansing area as an 
attorney and human resources executive before retiring and moving to Elk Rapids. 
 
Tom grew up fishing with his brother and grandfather. After college and law school, he returned to fishing, 
learned to fly fish, and took up hunting for deer and upland game. Outdoor recreation is a major part of his 
life. He enjoys hunting and fishing, and he and his wife Ellen bike, hike, camp, ski, snowshoe, swim, 
kayak, and golf. 

January NRC Meeting Summary ς Ed Golder, Public Information Officer 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/01LUOD2021_PA288_12.16_712063_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/01LUOD2021_PA288_12.16_712063_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/08WCO2020_Deer_Regulations_PhaseII_FORACTION_RESUBMITTED_12.14_712075_7.pdf
mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
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Fly fishing for trout was Tomôs introduction to conservation of our natural resources and related 
environmental issues. Conservation groups in which he is or has been involved include the Hal and Jean 
Glassen Memorial Foundation, Anglers of the Au Sable (president), Trout Unlimited, the Michigan Hydro 
Relicensing Coalition, FLOW (For Love of Water), the Michigan League of Conservation Voters, Michigan 
United Conservation Clubs, the Ruffed Grouse Society and Rotary of Elk Rapids.  

Directorôs Report 
DNR Director Dan Eichinger announced the latest developments in the battle against invasive carp in the 
Great Lakes. On Jan. 7, 2020, the State of Illinois and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers came to 
agreement on the pre-construction, engineering, and design agreement for the Brandon Road Lock and 
Dam. The PED agreement is an essential step toward construction of the layered technologies that will 
prevent invasive carp from moving beyond the Brandon Road Lock and Dam system near Chicago and 
into the Great Lakes. 
 
Agreement on the PED between Illinois and USACE was a direct result of the actions of the State of 
Michigan. Specifically, the price tag for the non-federal local sponsor for the carp prevention technologies 
in the PED are about $10 million, funding the DNR knew the State of Illinois was going to be significantly 
challenged to find. 
 
In late 2018, the Legislature appropriated $8 million ostensibly for operations and maintenance costs for 
the Brandon Road project AFTER it had been built.  Working with our budget team, the State Budget 
Office, the Governorôs office, and some key legislative champions, the DNR was able to get that money 
appropriated to meet 80% of the local cost share for the PED phase. This action was THE catalyst that 
allowed Illinois to sign the PED with the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
This means we are finally on the path toward the development, construction, and operation of the invasive 
carp prevention technologies that were first identified years ago. Through the efforts of the DNR team, we 
have been able to deliver action on a matter of huge significance to the ecology of the Great Lakes and 
the economies that depend upon them, especially fishing and outdoor recreation.   
Four presentations were provided at the meeting. Presentations are available at the lower left-hand side of 
the NRC webpage at Michigan.gov/NRC. 
 
A meeting agenda is available at the hyperlink. To find an order being discussed or real estate transaction 
information, click on hyperlinks within the agenda text. 
 
Seth Herbst, DNR regulatory affairs unit manager, discussed DNR recommendations on Fish Order 
245.21 - Fish Disease Control. The goal of this order is to enhance biosecurity of bait supply and adjust 
specific provisions based on updated scientific information. 
 
Chad Stewart, DNR deer and elk management specialist, discussed the 2020 elk season results. Ideal 
weather conditions helped hunters track elk during the late season. The state hunter harvest totaled 131 
legally harvested elk, including 46 antlered bulls, 72 cows, 13 calves. The success rate of 153 hunters was 
85.6%. There were four elk taken illegally, not included in the totals and 12 elk were harvested by tribal 
hunters: 3 bulls, 8 cows and 1 calf. In the early hunt, 83 elk were taken in the state hunter harvest, 
including 29 bulls, 54 cows/calves, resulting in an 83% success rate. 
 
Cody Norton, DNR large carnivore specialist, provided an overview of Michiganôs Wolf Management Plan 
update schedule. The presentation included wolf delisting, post-delisting monitoring, lethal control options, 
Wolf Management Advisory Council and Wolf Management Plan updates. A wolf public attitudes survey is 
expected to be completed by September through Michigan State University. Completion of the final draft 
wolf management plan is expected in June 30, 2022. It will be presented to the NRC and the DNR director 
for final approval. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FNRC&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cca4b2d6216ae4238351308d8b8c00937%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637462482319162859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BxUdjX7S5MFCLSo%2BZ%2BJEyTRxdbpcRpJ3WeSRyb5%2BDOU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdnr%2FAccessibleAgendaTemplate_January_14_2021_SentByBrooke_1.5.21_712081_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7Cca4b2d6216ae4238351308d8b8c00937%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637462482319162859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QnEeslaK81BOEQBDKx1xSDSDtco68RAmTHctk9NrDQM%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Page 8 of 20 

 

 
Jeff Stampfly, acting Forest Resources Division chief, provided an update on Public Act 288, which details 
the DNRôs forest road inventory. Changes proposed to the inventory are available for director action in 
February. Maps reflecting approved changes will be published online by April 1, 2021. Signs will be posted 
on state-managed forest roads closed to ORV use, including seasonal closures. 
 
Directorôs action 
Director Eichinger said he would be approving two land transactions, one each from Emmet and Crawford 
counties. 
 
Commission action 
The NRC took no action on Fish Disease Control ï Fisheries Order 245.21, which was discussed during 
the directorôs report by Seth Herbst. The current order is set to expire after March 31, 2021 and after a 
thorough review the Department proposes several amendments to add additional biosecurity measures. A 
vote on approval is expected next month. 
 
The commission also took no action on proposed deer regulations contained in Wildlife Conservation 
Order Amendment No. 8 of 2020. However, commissioners did briefly discuss the proposed order. 
 
The commission adjourned the regular meeting, retiring to a closed session to discuss a matter of 
attorney-client privilege exempt under Michiganôs Freedom of Information Act laws. The commission re-
emerged and approved a motion by Commissioner Nyberg to formulate a request for legal counsel from 
the Michigan Attorney General Department, regarding the undisclosed issue. 
 
A January legislative report is below. 
 
The next meeting of the NRC is scheduled for Feb. 11, 2021. The format for this meeting will also be a 
virtual session. 
 

 

 
 
HB 4313 (S-1) ï Create a Pheasant Stamp ï Rep. Howell:  This bill amends the Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection act by creating an annual pheasant hunting license. The annual license would cost $25.00 

and would require all hunters to also have the base hunting license. The following individuals would be exempt from 

the license: those hunting on a game bird preserve; those hunting on private land unless on land enrolled in the 

hunting access program; those hunting public land in the Upper Peninsula; and those with lifetime hunting licenses. 

The legislation requires the Department to deposit funds into a newly created subaccount and use all the money 

received from the license to release pheasants on lands managed.  

Å This bill was passed by the House of Representative and Senate and signed into law by the Governor as Public Act 

262 of 2020.  

 

HB 5002 and 5003 ï Youth Fishing License ï Reps. Howell and Brixie:  This bill package would reinstitute a 

$2.00 fee for resident and nonresident youth under 17 years of age who wish to obtain an all-species fishing license. 

Youth under 17, would still be allowed to fish in Michigan without a license. However, youth under 17 who wish to 

purchase an all-species fishing license, would once again be able to do so for a $2.00 fee.  

Å The bills were passed by the House of Representatives and Senate and signed by the Governor as Public Acts 270 

and 271 of 2020.  

 

HB 5333 (H-1) ï Place Restrictions on Forest Development Fund Monies ï Rep. Markkanen:  This bill would 

amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Act 451 of 1994, to prohibit the use of Forest 

Development Funds for certain administrative costs or for making PILT payments.  

January 2020 Legislative Updates ς Craig Brunet, Legislative & Legal Affairs Office 
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Å The bill was passed by the House of Representatives and Senate and Signed by the Governor as Public Act 287 of 

2020.  

 

If you would like to learn more about these and other bills, you can access the Michigan Legislature website at 

www.legislature.mi.gov.  

 

 

 
 

Parks & Recreation Division-Eastern UP Trails:  Paul Gaberdiel-Eastern UP Trail Specialist 

Á Rail-Trail Projects 
  Approximately 5 projects scattered across the EUP hoping to get going this spring. 

- Nahma Grade Multi-use Trail Project is underway with engineering services currently being 
advertised.  Once an engineer has been selected and awarded the contract design will begin for the 
clearing, surfacing and infrastructure installation on the 3.7-mile long rail-trail located in Delta County 
adjacent to the community of Nahma. 

Á Snowmobile Trail Updates 

- Some Grant sponsors in the lake effect belt have started making consistent grooming runs in mid-January. It 
has been a really delayed start. 

- A temporary bridge was installed by Walmart in the Sault to keep that segment of trail open for the winter.  
The bridge collapsed this spring and will be replaced with a box culvert next summer. 

- Shelldrake River bridge remains closed this season, the section of trail in Chippewa County, near Paradise, 
from the Widewaters Road to the Vermillion Road. 

- Ride Right and Ride Here posters have been received and are being distributed around the area.  
Á ORV Trail Updates 

- Getting a few requests to use ORVs with tracks. 

- Working on grant project requests for 2021. 

- Working with purchasing to get projects started in spring for 2021. 
Á Equestrian Trail Projects:  Evaluating a request for development in Stanley lake Area. 
Á Pathway Projects 

- Tahquamenon Country Pathway Association, Paradise, has reclaimed a 3.5-mile loop of hiking/X-country 
skiing and being groomed at this time.   

- Peek-a-boo Hill mountain bike trail is gaining interest from the local recreation committee in Cedarville.  We 
are looking at options to funding engineering and construction. 

Á Event/Use Permits 

- Drummond Island Jeep Jamboree 5-year permit is in the signature stage. 

- Several winter events were canceled because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
Á General 

- Western UP permanent trail lease purchase, 67 miles $985,969. Industry forest lands.  

- Teleworking till May 1, 2021.   

- Still doing field work as needed. 
 

EUP Wildlife Division:  Don Brown, Wildlife Technician-Shingleton 
New Acting Field Operations Manager 
Á We would like to welcome Ken Kesson to the UP Wildlife Division staff. Ken is stepping in as our acting Field 

Operations Manager for the Eastern Upper Peninsula.  
Á For the past nine years, Ken has been a wildlife biologist for the DNR in the southwest region of the State. 

Division Updates  

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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Á As a wildlife biologist, Ken covers 4 counties in the southwest region managing the state game/wildlife areas 
doing habitat, and land use work, responding to various issues such as nuisance wildlife, or other issues as they 
present themselves. 

 
Deer Camp Survey 
Á Deer hunters from across the UP contribute data from the 16-day firearm season to provide DNR staff and 

hunters with feedback on the status of the deer herd and hunting satisfaction soon after the season ends.  Data 
from over 420 camps (~ 1500 hunters) was collected and analyzed. Results should be distributed to contributors 
in early February.  Thanks to all the participants for their interest in deer and deer hunting.   

 
2021 Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Initiative (DHIPI) 
Á Applications for deer habitat improvement grants are sought through March 12th.  Grants are awarded from 

$2000 to $15,000, for conducting deer habitat enhancement work on non-state-owned lands in the Upper 
Peninsula. Private landowners and governmental agencies are ineligible.  Complete grant materials including 
the eligibility rules and application are available online (www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants) then follow the link to 
the Upper Peninsula Deer Habitat Improvement. 

Á DHIPI is in its 13th year, has awarded 93 projects totaling $750,000 and contributing over $450,000 in match. 
Á A direct mailing to UP partners will occur with the Request for Proposal (RFP) roll out.   
 
Winter Conditions and the Impact on Deer: 
Á Supplemental feeding permits are available for all UP counties this year, except for the CWD Core and 

Surveillance area. Permitees are required to follow all conditions of the permit including distances from paved 
roads, livestock, orchards, and nurseries as well as permitted food sources and manner of feeding. 

Á Temperatures have been moderate in the EUP for much of the winter, and total accumulated snow depths have 
been below average with an average of 13 inches across the entire UP.  As of January 25th, the Lake Superior 
Shoreline areas of the UP are the only portions to have snow accumulation totals in the 12- 24-inch range.  So 
far, this winter is setting up favorably for the UP-deer herd heading into 2021. 

 
2021 Deer Wintering Survey 
Á UPR WLD staff will begin the 2021 Deer Wintering Road Survey this month. 
Á The road survey was initiated for the 2013 remapping of deer wintering complexes and has continued at varying 

levels since then.  Surveys have been conducted more intensively in recent years. 
Á The intent of the effort was to complement existing aerial and ground searches of wintering deer.  
Á These road surveys provide a quick, inexpensive, and expansive snapshot of deer wintering locations 

throughout the region. These surveys also provide a negative data component via the representation of roads 
surveyed without observations. 

 
Deer Wintering Complex Planning  
Á 7 new, 10-year treatment plans are currently being worked on by Wildlife and Forestry staff for Deer Wintering 
/ƻƳǇƭŜȄΩǎ ό5²/Ωǎύ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦t ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мрΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƛƭl follow 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ 5²/Ωǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
greatest benefit to wintering deer. 

 
Fur Harvester Seasons 
Á Check stations across the UP have reported an increase in fur harvester registrations (bobcat, otter, fisher, pine 

marten) so far for the 2020-2021 trapping season. Trappers appear to be taking advantage of the low snowfall 
so far this winter to access areas that they may have been unable to the last couple winters. 

Á Wildlife staff are holding scheduled hours for furbearer check or are available by appointment. Please contact 
your local DNR Wildlife staff for details. 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants
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Eastern UP Fisheries Division ς Cory Kovacs, Lake Superior Management Unit 

Unit Update 
Á Members of the Lake Superior Basin Team (Managers and Research) are in the beginning stages of developing 

the Lake Superior Management Plan. At this time only content and public response survey has been discussed. 
Á Michigan DNR Fisheries Division has been working with National Park Service on securing a site for a boat 

washing station in relation to the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. Funding by the Park Service allows for a 
boat washing station to be either in or near the Park with the intention to prevent the spread of invasive 
species to waters in the park. Collaboration between National Park Service, Michigan DNR, and US Forest 
Service have identified Au Train Lake as the most appropriate site. Au Train Lake has the presence of two known 
invasive species, zebra mussels and flowering rush. 

Á State Land Review-Phase II. This effort is led by Forest Resources Division. Fisheries Division will review and 
provide comments on each parcel across the state. This next effort should begin in February. 

Á Field staff has completed data entry and fish structure aging.  Staff now moving onto equipment maintenance. 
Still working remotely from home with a visit to the fish shop about once a week. 

Á Staff attend the Lake Superior Technical Committee Virtual Meeting. All discussion point surround Lake Superior 
research and management. One discussion point was coordination of splake, brook trout, and lake trout 
clipping for Lake Superior. All agencies which stocked one of these species need to coordinate fin clip rotation 
and schedule. Michigan DNR began clipping splake in 2021 and will be stocked in Lake Superior this spring in 
Munising and Copper Harbor. 

Á Staff is continuing to review the Soo Locks expansion project by the US Army Corps of Engineers. Project is in 
Phase III and is expected to continue for a few more years. 

Á Pre-proposals for projects have been submitted by conservation groups to the Fisheries Habitat Grant. Formerly 
the Aquatic Habitat Grant, Dam Management Grant, and Habitat Improvement Account, the Fisheries Habitat 
Grant now incorporates all three. A total of 44 projects were submitted statewide. Ten projects were submitted 
by partners for the Upper Peninsula. 

Á Staff participated in the Lake Superior Basin Team meeting. This is an internal Fisheries Division meeting which 
makes decisions on management, research, and propagation within the Lake Superior Management Unit. 
Meeting topic highlights include splake prescriptions, Fisheries Order change proposals, work plans, and Lake 
Superior Fisheries Management Plan. 

Á Staff is preparing for the Black Lake sturgeon season. Season begins at 8am on February 6th. This year the 
registration is completely online. The 2021 season allocation on Black Lake is 7 fish. The season will end when 
one of two scenarios occurs: the sixth fish is harvested or five fish have been harvested at the end of any fishing 
day. 

Á Muskellunge harvest registration update: As of January 27, 2021, 30 muskellunge have been harvest for the 
2020/2021 fishing season. At the end of January 2020, a total of 18 fish were harvested. For the entire 2019/20 
fishing season a total of 23 muskellunge were harvested. The statewide harvest season for muskellunge runs 
through March 15. 

 
UP Hatchery Unit Updates by Jan VanAmberg at Marquette & Thompson State Fish Hatcheries 
Thompson State Fish Hatchery  
Á Fish Culture: 

- Received Chinook eggs from Platte Hatchery in November.  Eggs had to be eyed at Platte to allow time to 
install new emergency generator and electrical panels at the coldwater hatchery. 

- Staff is working on several procurement issues related to coolwater project- new fish pump, wet gear for 
staff, treatment pump for incubation, mower etc.   

- Compiling pond fertilization protocols for extensive walleye fingerling production in new ponds.  Anticipating 
production in the spring of 2021. 

- Moving/creating workspaces to enhance social distancing in the hatchery building. 
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Á Maintenance: 

- The capital outlay project is rapidly progressing.  Recent work completed includes completion of pond 
predator netting, roadways and pavement, perimeter fencing.   Production wells have had pumps are 
installed and test pumping to fill the ponds has been completed.   

 
Marquette State Fish Hatchery 
Á Fish Culture: 

- All char egg takes were completed with excellent egg quality in all lots. 

- Arctic Grayling future broodstock doing well in the hatchery building tanks. 

- Bacterial kidney disease screening completed on all brook trout pairings with very low incidence of BKD 
found.   

- Completed all assigned fall fingerling brook trout plants totaling 31,000 fish. 
 
 Marquette Fisheries Research Station (Dr. Edward Baker & Dr. Troy Zorn) 
Á Staff have been working on data analysis, study proposals, reports. 

 
Marketing & Outreach Division:  Jon Spieles, Statewide Interpretive Manager 
Á A collaborative team (MOD-PRD-PIO-LED) is working on snowmobile marketing efforts to encourage more 

participation and reduce accidents and ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άwƛŘŜ wƛƎƘǘέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 
Á The marketing section received and responded to almost 600 messages during the firearm deer season.  We 

asked for photos of hunters with a successful harvest to showcase on our Instagram page and received plenty 
to use, including younger and first-time hunters sending us their first deer photos.  Collective analytics for all 
posts are as follows: 

- Number of posts: 7  

- Total number of likes: 8,000+ 

- Total number of impressions: 120,000 

- Average number of people reached: 18,000 
Á Licensing staff worked overtime to serve agents and customers during the opening weekend of firearm deer 

season.   

- The Help Desk remained staffed on Saturday, Nov. 14, and Sunday, Nov. 15.   

- Technology staff continue to work with agents and customers on follow-up topics stemming from S3 issues 
encountered on Nov. 14.   

- Worked with procurement to issue penalty against S3 for Nov. 14 partial drop-in service for license sales. 
Á Licensing and technology staff are currently engaged with department staff in discussions and development of 

auto renewal, harvest reporting, and multi-customer purchases for the new RSS system. 
Á 5bwΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƙƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

great return on evaluations from teachers.  

- DNR staff is averaging 4.8 out of 5 stars on the evaluations. 

- 169 of these programs have been scheduled.  
Á Education staff added a new webinar component to the Nature at School seriesτŀ άƭƛǾŜέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ 

anyone that wished to view it.   

- Homeschools, scouts, and other small audiences are the focus of the webinars.  

- Aquatic resources tend to be the most popular topics. 
Á Finance staff completed FY20 closing transactions and developing FY21 spend plans.  Purchasing agreements 

are being established for FY21. 
Á While we aǊŜ ǇǊŜǇǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ website 

to provide our customers with the best possible experience when they come to Michigan.gov/DNR looking for 
information or things to do.  We have recently developed new pages on our current site: birding, winter birding 

https://www.michigan.gov/DNR
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79152_85075---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79152_85075_104219---,00.html
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and ice fishing όŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǾŀƳǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴŦƻύΦ  bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾŀƳǇŜŘ άƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘέ ǇŀƎŜΣ 
which is almost finished. 

Á Hard Water Schools at the Hunt and Fish Center in Cadillac have been moving forward as a mixed virtual and 
on-ice program. Again this year, the course brought students from all over the state.  

Á Work has started to recruit and hire more than 60 seasonal interpreters that will staff nine visitor centers and 
45 State Parks next summer. Job fairs are being attended virtually and postings have been prepared and are 
being delivered through numerous channels. 

 

Finance & Operations:  Michelle Zellar, Eastern UP 
Á We are continuing to operate under an updated DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES COVID-19 

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PLAN approved by the Office of the State Employer, which continues to be 
primarily teleworking with a recently updated date of May 1.  

Á The Office of State Employer has announced an employee daily health screening requirement for all employees 
regardless of telework status or working on site.  

Á DNR Director Eichinger is hosting virtual all-employee meetings, providing department updates, question and 
answer sessions, followed by division breakout sessions on the following dates:  January 25, February 1 and 
February 8. 

Á Hunter & trapper assistance hours:  February 4 - 10am-2pm, February 10-11 ς 10am-2pm, February 18, 22, 23 ς 
10am-2pm 

 
February 2021 
2/1 ς Deadline for Spring Turkey applications; Early Crow season opens. 
2/1 ς Bobcat Hunting closes in Unit D, also close of U.P. bobcat trapping (Units A & B) 
2/6/21 ς Sturgeon spearing season on Black Lake, Cheboygan Co. ς info (989) 732-3541 
2/11ς Last day to register U.P. bobcats taken by trapping (Units A & B) 
2/13 & 2/14 ς 2021 Winter Free Fishing Weekend 
2/21/21 ς Last day for ice shanties on Lake St. Clair (see p. 62) 
 
March 2021 
3/1 ς New Year:  hunt/fish/ORV licenses go on sale (most licenses expire 3/31) 
3/1 ς Can apply for 2022 Pure Michigan Hunt 
3/1 ς Hand netting opens (smelt, suckers, bowfin, carp, gar, shad, goldfish) ς see p. 23 
3/1 ς Fox hunting closes, also Fox, Coyote, Muskrat, Mink trapping close. 
3/1 ς Bobcat Hunting closes (Units A, B, C), and Badger Trapping closes in Zone 3. 
3/1 ς Tree stands and ladders must be removed from all public lands 
3/1 ς Last day for ice shanties in southern Lower Peninsula counties, see p. 62 
3/1 ς Pike and Walleye clƻǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ όǎŜŜ ǇΦ нрύ 
3/1 ς Spring Turkey drawing results available 
3/8 ς Unsuccessful applicants for Spring Turkey on sale 
3/11 ς Last day to register Bobcats taken by hunting (Units A, B, C) ς see p. 54 
3/15 ς Leftover Spring Turkey & Hunt 234 on sale  
3/15 ς Last day for ice shanties in northern Lower Peninsula & Boundary Waters. 
3/15 ς Walleye, Pike, Muskie seasons close in most waters (exceptions p.11-12 and p. 25) 
3/15 ς Sturgeon seasons close (see p.15 for list of open waters) 
3/20 ς Dip netting opens (smelt, suckers, bowfin, carp, gar, shad, goldfish) 
3/31 ς Hunt, Fish, and ORV Licenses expire (Fur Harvester is valid until April 30) 
3/31 ς Last day for ice shanties in the Upper Peninsula 
3/31 - Squirrel, Early Crow, and Rabbit/Hare seasons close 
3/31 ς Last day of Raccoon trapping, and last day of Beaver/Otter trapping in Unit C 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79734_83630---,00.html
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Law Enforcement Division (LED): Lt. Skip Hagy, Eastern District 2 Law Supervisor  
Officers continue with illegal deer investigations from this past season and have made several cases. Officers also 
handled a fatal snowmobile accident investigation and the investigation of a fisherman who recently drowned in Big 
Bay De Noc off Garden.  Below are some of the cases officers have been involved in since our last CAC. 
 
District 2 Bi-Weekly Report 12/13-26/2020 
Á CO Michael Evink was working Christmas Eve when a report of a rollover accident came over the radio.  CO Evink 

responded and was first law enforcement on scene.  CO Evink made sure everyone was ok and policed the scene.  No 
tickets were issued due to the poor road conditions. 

Á CO Andrea Dani was on patrol in Alger County when she observed a vehicle parked in the lane of oncoming traffic.  From 
the passenger side of the vehicle, CO Dani could see the barrel of a rifle pointed out the window.  CO Dani moved closer to 
the vehicle, verifying the driver was not armed.  Neither the driver nor the occupant noticed CO Dani.  She then announced 
herself as a conservation officer and ordered the gun to be put down.  The passenger stated he was just using the scope on 
the gun to observe a squirrel he was going to get out of the vehicle to hunt.  An additional loaded uncased firearm was 
found in the backseat.  Both the driver and the passenger were issued citations for transporting loaded and uncased 
firearms in a motor vehicle, and the passenger was also cited for attempt to take game from a motor vehicle. 

Á COs Andrea Dani and Mark Zitnik responded to a complaint of a Trenary man who was possessing a live racoon.  CO Zitnik 
knew the residence well because he seized six racoon kits from this residence last summer.  At that time, the man was 
given a warning for keeping wild racoons as pets.  When the COs arrived, the man said he would not give up the wild 
animal.  He also informed the COs he had weapons in the house and dogs that would attack them if they entered.  After 
the brief conversation, the man fled back into the house and the COs observed the large dogs snarling at the door.  The 
man returned several minutes later with the racoon.  The racoon bit him as he attempted to put it in the animal 
carrier.  !ƭƎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ŀƳ DǊŀƘƻǾŀŎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  A report will be 
ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

Á CO Robert Freeborn received a complaint of a three-wheeler that had fallen through the ice on a local lake.  Since the 
incident happened in the evening, the owner waited until the morning to attempt to retrieve it.  CO Freeborn arrived the 
following morning and watched the owner and a friend winch it out of the lake and on top of the ice.  The three-wheeler 
was then brought back to shore safely. 

Á CO Todd Sumbera conducted a deer processor inspection which revealed a suspicious deer that had been harvested during 
rifle season.  While investigating, CO Sumbera discovered a few other illegal deer shot from the same camp.  COs Sumbera 
and Cole VanOosten contacted the individuals, interviewing five people in total.  CO Sumbera was able to confirm five deer 
that were shot without legal deer licenses at the time of kill.  A report will be forwarded to the Mackinac County 
tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ 

Á COs Todd Sumbera and Cole VanOosten were on a shining patrol of Mackinac County when they observed an ORV turn 
down a section of trail near where they were located.  The COs observed the operator cast an artificial light over several 
fields as he continued on the trail.  The COs followed the ORV for several miles and observed him disregard a stop sign on 
the ORV trail as well as two stop signs on the main road.  The COs activated their emergency lights to initiate a traffic 
stop.  After the lights were activated, the driver looked back at the COs and increased speed, taking a sharp right turn 
across a roadside ditch and into the backyard of a nearby residence.  The driver drove a short distance before he exited the 
vehicle and fled on foot.  As the driver exited the vehicle, he looked back a second time at the COs patrol vehicle with 
emergency lights activated and began running.  As he ran, the COs observed him holding onto a small spotlight which he 
threw towards the woods as he ran.  A foot pursuit ensued, and the COs apprehended the suspect a short distance 
away.  The suspect was placed under arrest for flee and elude, and upon a search incident to arrest, it was determined that 
the subject was carrying a fully loaded revolver in his chest pocket.  The subject did not have a concealed pistol license and 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  Two spotlights and the revolver were recovered and seized as evidence.  The subject was 
lodged in the Mackinac County jail for flee and elude, carrying a concealed weapon, possession of a firearm in commission 
of a crime, operate while suspended, and shining with a weapon in possession. 

 
District 2 Bi-Weekly Report 1/11/2021 
Á CO Michael Evink assisted CO Cole VanOosten with an ongoing investigation in the Curtis area.  The complaint was of tag 

sharing and filling tags not belonging to the hunter.  The two COs conducted numerous interviews.  The investigation is 
ongoing. 
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Á CO Michael Evink respondŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŀŎƪƛƴŀŎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  The complaint 
was an individual shooting and wounding a deer from the road.  The complainant had a good vehicle description.  CO Evink 
arrived on scene and was able to determine that the deer had survived.  CO Evink canvased the area looking for a matching 
vehicle but was unsuccessful.  The information has been passed to the local officers for future incidents.   

Á CO Robert Freeborn received a complaint of a Bobcat that was trapped within the city limits of Manistique. CO Freeborn 
located the Bobcat that was still alive in a leg hold trap. After verifying with the local city police that trapping was allowed 
within the city, the trapper was notified of his catch. The cat was then properly tagged by the trapper and was removed. 

Á CO Steve Butzin was patrolling Little Bay De Noc when he encountered several violations. These violations included fishing 
with unattended lines, no name and address on tip-ups, individuals fishing without licenses, and individuals operating 
hw±Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Á CO Steve Butzin received a complaint from the city of Gladstone of a deer hanging in a tree at a residence that appeared to 
not have a tag. CO Butzin went to the location and discovered a spike horn buck with a regular combination deer license 
attached. Further investigation found that one of the homeowners shot the spike horn in Menominee county in DMU 055. 
In this portion of DMU 055, a buck must have three points or more on one side, the individual stated they thought they 
were in the core CWD area which they were not. The hunter admitted to using bait as well, CO Butzin informed them that 
they were not allowed to use bait if they were hunting in the core CWD area, the hunter had no comment. A report is 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜƴƻƳƛƴŜŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƭŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Á While patrolling Upper Eighteen Mile Lake in Delta County, CO Andrea Dani observed a group of anglers about to pack up 
and leave.  CO Dani checked their fish and fishing licenses.  CO Dani observed one subject that was reluctant to join the 
group conversation, and upon requesting his license the angler admitted he could not find his license.  A check with Station 
20 confirmed the angler did not purchase a 2020 fishing license and was subsequently issued a citation.  

Á COs Chris Lynch and Steve Butzin conducted several patrols on Little Bay De Noc and issued several citations for failing to 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ hw±Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǎƴƻǿƳƻōƛƭŜǎΦ 

Á CO Chris Lynch successfully served two arrest warrants on two different hunters without incident. The first hunter illegally 
shot an 8-point buck. The second hunter shot at an 8-point buck with a crossbow from his vehicle at night while 
illuminating the deer with a spotlight by holding the spotlight in his mouth, while trespassing. The second hunter also on 
separate occasions was shining deer when prohibited. The investigation stems from a multi-agency effort between the 
Michigan and Wisconsin DNR Law Enforcement Divisions. Both suspects were also suspects in a separate investigation 
along with several other suspects involving possessing foul hooked whitefish and taking over limits of whitefish in 
Wisconsin waters. 

Á CO Chris Lynch successfully served an arrest warrant without innocent on a suspect for possession of methamphetamine. 
The suspect was located and taken into custody and lodged in the Delta County Jail. 

Á CO Chris Lynch received a complaint of two suspects recreational trespassing. CO Lynch contacted the complainant and 
documented the scene. It was determined the subjects were tracking a wounded deer and foot tracks and a blood trail led 
right to the blind the deer was shot from. CO Lynch was familiar with the property as two years earlier an illegally taken 8-
point was located there. After documenting the scene, COs Lynch and Steve Butzin interviewed the property owner who 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƴƻ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎƛƴƎέ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ two hunters that hunted on the 
property the COs contacted and interviewed them. The COs learned one hunter was not responsible for trespassing but 
shot a spike horn buck on a combo deer license. The second hunter the COs learned was responsible for shooting the deer. 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƴƻ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ /hǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ 
ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
a crossbow. It was also learned that a few days earlier the hunter also illegally shot a 6-point buck with a crossbow in the 
ǎŀƳŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǎǇƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎōƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ 
office for review. 

Á CO Cole VanOosten was on patrol of South Manistique Lake when he contacted a group of fishermen.  The fishermen 
stated that they had had some luck and had two walleye and two northern pike laying on the ice.  One of the walleyes was 
noticeably short.  CO VanOosten measured ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ мпέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǿŀǎ мрέ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛǘΦ  ! ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀƭƭŜȅŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мрέΦ  

Á CO Cole VanOosten was on patrol of Milakokia lake in Mackinac County when he contacted three fishermen returning on a 
snowmobile from a day of fishing.  Neither the driver nor the two passengers were wearing a helmet.  When contact was 
made, the fishermen stated that they knew they had to wear a helmet, but they were worried about the ice conditions and 
said if they fell in, they could swim better without a helmet on. CO VanOosten mentioned if the ice were that dangerous 
that they could not wear a helmet then they probably should not be driving a snowmobile on the ice.  A citation was issued 
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to the driver for operating a snowmobile without a helmet.  Warnings were issued to the passengers for not wearing a 
helmet. 

Á CO Justin Vinson was patrolling several inland lakes along the Luce Mackinac County line for ice fishing activity.  CO Vinson 
checked several groups of fishermen, unfortunately fishing activity was slow for most individuals that were trying their 
luck.  CO Vinson noted high compliance with the fishing regulations with only a couple warnings issued for fishing without a 
license in possession. 

Á CO Justin Vinson observed a group of snowmobilers operating on the plowed surface of state highway M-123 near the 
Tahquamenon State Park.  A traffic stop was conducted and one of the individuals was also found to be operating his 
snowmobile with an expired registration.  CO Vinson gave the group directions to the snowmobile trail and explained the 
hazards of operating on a busy highway.  A citation was issued for operating on a public highway right-of-way and a 
warning was given for operating with an expired registration. 

Á CO Mike Olesen assisted the Michigan State Police (MSP) and the Luce County Sheriff Department with a missing 10-year-
old girl who did not arrive home from school.  The officers searched the area and fortunately CO Olesen was able to locate 
the young girl a short distance from her residence. 

Á CO Mike Olesen was first on scene to a snowmobile accident in Chippewa County.  CO Olesen checked on the victim 
providing assistance until EMS arrived on scene.  CO Olesen also coordinated with local law enforcement, central dispatch, 
and emergency responders to get care for the victim at the location located on the groomed snowmobile trail. 

Á CO Todd Sumbera conducted an interview regarding a suspicious tag purchase.  The individual told CO Sumbera that they 
ŘƛŘ Ƙǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǳǎŜŘΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘ άǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 
ŘŜŜǊ ǘŀƎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǊǾŜsted a buck on a morning hunt 
then went to the store to buy a deer license after the fact.  Charges will be sought from the local prosecutor office for 
taking a deer without a license. 

Á CO Todd Sumbera received a Report All Poaching (RAP) complaint stating three individuals each harvested a deer, and they 
did not appear to be tagged.  CO Sumbera followed up locating the three individuals along with the deer.  CO Sumbera 
found that the deer were all still untagged.  A thorough investigation revealed that all three deer were harvested illegally 
with crossbows in Mackinac county during late archery deer season. A report is being forwarded to the Mackinac county 
ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ 

 
District 2 Bi-Weekly Report 1/25/2021 
Á While on patrol near Trail 7, CO Andrea Dani observed a snowmobile with no trail permit and no visible registration pass 

by.  CO Dani performed a traffic stop on the snowmobile.  The driver pointed out the Minnesota registration, which 
matched the color of the snowmobile.  The registration returned not on file, as it was not registered after purchase by the 
driver.  The driver was issued a citation for no trail permit, and a warning for failure to transfer registration within 15 days.  

Á CO Robert Freeborn received a complaint of a possible Musky caught in a closed lake. The pictures and videos in the 
complaint showed the fisherman were using live bait which was also not allowed on the closed lake. After further 
investigation, it was determined that the Musky was not caught on the closed lake and was caught legally on a lake that 
was open to winter Musky fishing. 

Á COs Cole Vanoosten and Mark Zitnik stopped at a home in Grand Marias following up on a late pine marten and fisher 
registration. When the COs arrived, they asked the man, who was splitting wood at the time, about his deer season. He 
explained how poor it was, but he managed to shoot a nubbin buck the last day of bow season using his old browning bow. 
The COs were invited into the garage with the gentleman to look at the deer. Inside they observed evidence that led them 
to believe the deer had been shot with a crossbow. The COs asked the hunter to grab his bow, he picked up the dusty bow 
and attempted to shoot at a target. The man tried for several minutes to pull back the bow string back but was unable. He 
then confessed to shooting the deer with his crossbow instead. After the COs informed the man of the legal action that 
would need to take place, he stated he thought he could use the crossbow if he were 65 or older. He also stated that he 
did not want to let anyone know he could not pull a compound bow back anymore.  A warning was issued for the fur 
registration and ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭƎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŘŜŜǊΦ 

Á CO Chris Lynch was on patrol when he noticed black smoke in the area. CO Lynch located the origin of the fire along with 
the responsible subject. The burn pile was fully engulfed, and the subject was burning household furniture including couch 
cushions and bed mattresses. The subject received a citation for burning prohibited materials.  

Á CO Michael Evink conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle that was traveling down US-2 well after dark with no head lights 
on.  Once stopped, the driver did not have his license in his possession, the vehicle plate was expired and there was no 
proof of insurance.  A ticket was issued for the expired registration and warnings for the other infractions. 
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Á COs Steve Butzin and Chris Lynch responded to a great horned owl that was stuck in a leg hold trap in the Ford River area. 
The COs were able to get the injured owl out of the leg hold trap where an individual was trapping bobcat. The owl was 
transported to a raptor rehabilitator in Marquette where it is expected to make a full recovery. 

Á CO Chris Lynch handled an incident where a 64-year-old male subject had gone out fishing on Big Bay De Noc near Garden 
and had driven his four wheeler into an open pressure crack and drowned. CO Lynch along with DNR Fire Officer Brett 
Bednarski recovered the subject from the open water. Cpl. Mike Hammill, MSP, Garden Volunteer Fire Dept, Tri Star EMS, 
Delta County Search & Rescue and the Delta County Sheriffs Department assisted on scene. 

Á CO Cole VanOosten was patrolling Big Manistique Lake when he contacted an individual who had 4 tip-ups out.  The 
individual also did not have his identification on his tip-ups.  A citation was issued to the individual for fishing with more 
than 3 lines and a warning was issued for no name on his tip-ups. 

Á COs Cole VanOosten and Sgt. Calvin Smith received a complaint of tip-ups being left out overnight on the Tahquamenon 
River.  The following morning the COs patrolled to the area and located three tip-ups that appeared to be left out over 
night as they were frozen into the river.  The COs tripped one of the tip-ups and waited for someone to tend to the tip-ups.  
¢ƘŜ /hǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ мтέ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tike lying next to one of the tip-up holes as well as a beaver snare pole set under the ice to 
trap beavers.  The COs waited several hours before two men came and checked the tip-ups from an airboat.  Contact was 
made and the individuals who admitted to leaving the tip-ups out all night and that their cabin was nearly four miles 
downriver.  The individuals also admitted to catching the short pike the day before and left it on the ice because it 
swallowed the hook.  The COs informed the individuals that if they tended to their tip-ups it would be less likely that the 
pike would have time to swallow the hook and would be able to be released.  The individuals initially denied knowing 
anything about the beaver snares set nearby.  A consent search of the airboat revealed several snares without 
identification tags attached.  One of the individuals finally admitted to setting the snares and after pulling up the snare 
pole it was determined that there were no identification tags attached to that snare either.  The individual that admitted to 
setting the trap also did not have a fur harvesters license.  Both individuals were issued a citation for fishing with lines not 
in immediate control and the individual that set the beaver traps received a citation for possessing untagged snares and a 
warning for trapping without a license. 

Á CO Todd Sumbera contacted a group of three ice fishermen on an inland lake in Mackinac County.  Before making contact, 
CO Sumbera observed a total of eleven tip ups that were set.  Upon making contact one individual stated that he was not 
ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ άƧǳǎǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ƴƻōƻŘȅ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜέΦ  /h {ǳƳōŜǊŀ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛƴŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘΚ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άCƻǳǊΚέ /h {ǳƳōŜǊŀ ŜȄǇlained to the fishermen that 
even if that were the case they would still be in violation since they had eleven lines in the water and their friend was not 
fishing.  After further investigation it was also found that neither of the individuals had their name and address on any of 
the tip ups.  Citations were issued for fishing with more than three lines and for no name/address on tip up. 

Á COs Todd Sumbera, Mike Olesen and Sgt. Calvin Smith conducted a group snowmobile patrol in northern Chippewa 
county.  Snowmobile traffic was down significantly for this time of year due to the lack of snow.  The COs issued a total of 
four citations including two for operating on public roadway contrary to lawful exceptions, one fail to obtain trail permit 
and one fail to register snowmobile. 

Á CO Cole VanOosten was patrolling Big Manistique lake when he came across six tip ups that were set next to a permanent 
ice shack.  CO VanOosten knocked on the ice shack with no one answering from inside.  A fisherman that was nearby told 
CO VanOosten that the guy he was looking for had just left on his ORV.  After over twenty minutes CO VanOosten observed 
an ORV being operated in his direction.  CO VanOosten made contact with the individual who stated he had left to return 
home to check on his dog and had received a text message that a CO was waiting for him.  The fisherman stated he knew 
he had to attend his lines at all times.  A report has been submitted to the Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians for review for 
fishing with lines not in immediate control and for no name or address on a tip ups. 

Á CO Mike Olesen was patrolling Munuscong Bay when he came across a fisherman that was in possession of a northern 
pike that was well short of the legal-size limit of twenty-four inches.  The fish was seized, and a citation was issued for 
possession of a northern pike less than twenty-four inches. 

Á Sgt Calvin Smith came across a serious personal injury snowmobile accident in Chippewa County involving two teenage 
boys a 15 and 16yr old that had been riding on a snowmobile together. It appears the operator lost control and the sled 
flipped causing severe injuries to the operator and serious injuries to the passenger. The operator who was in critical 
condition was airlifted to Devos Hospital in Grand Rapids. The investigation continues with CO Olesen assisting. 
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Forest Resources Division:  Tom Seablom, Acting Eastern UP Supervisor 

Á Timber Sales 

- Fire staff have been assisting timber staff with painting lines and/or marking. 

- Foresters have begun implementing the newly developed timber cruise methods that the DNR adopted.  

- 7 sales were offered for sale in December and January. 6 sales were sold; 1 had no bids. 1 sale was picked up 

for minimum. Bid activity is low to moderate. 

- Moderate activity on timber sales with a lot of moving around due to weather and markets. Winter sales have 

been tough to get into so far. 

- Hardwood pulpwood markets continue to be poor. 

- Free contract extension requests are being evaluated due to existing markets. 

Á Forest Inventory:  Field work is ongoing on the 2023 YOE compartments across the EUP. 

Á Cultivation:   

- 2022 seedling order has been finalized and placed. 

¶ The plan in 2021 for planting in the EUP:  328,360 jack pine and 123,624 red pine (low year due to COVID 
and budgets moving RP seedlings/planting to 2022). 

¶ The order for 2022 includes:  782,000 red pine seedlings with additional 30,000 possible and 326,000 jack 
pine seedlings 

- Aerial spray and ground spray acreages for 2021 have been finalized.  All aerial herbicide work in the EUP will 

be done in the fall, both site prep and release work.  Some ground site prep work may be done in early 

summer in the EUP.  Rough numbers:  100 acres of aerial release work, 441 acres of aerial site prep work, 56 

acres of ground/skidder release work, 214 acres of ground/skidder site prep work. 

- All ground/skidder herbicide work in the EUP will be done under contract with W&WS this year. 

- A new contract will be implemented for pre-commercial thinning work in our red pine stands which due to RP 

age/height are not able to be skidder released, and due to acreage are too small and/or isolated for aerial 

release.  There are a few stands in the EUP that will be treated this way in 2021, with the acreage potentially 

increasing in 2022. 

- Work continues on the cultivation POW and equipment schedule.  Tentative numbers are:  434 acres of Roller 

Chopping site prep, 630 acres of anchor chain scarification (primarily to be done under contract with Holli 

Forest Products), though DNR staff will do some as well; 1,115 acres of trenching for red pine and jack pine 

planting. 

- EUP Cultivation skidder has been hauled to Marquette for servicing and replacement of teeth on the 
trencher. 

Á Fire:  Fire staff have been servicing, repairing and winterizing fire equipment.  IQS reviews are ongoing for the 

2021 fire season. 

Á Snowmobile 

- Fire staff completed maintenance/repairs to several snowmobiles and trailers used to maintain and inspect 
trails. 

- {ƴƻǿƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άŦŀƛǊέΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ ǘemperatures. 

- Continuing to work with snowmobile clubs on trail signage and mid-season trail inspections are on-going. 

- Replacement of Nunn Creek Bridge (west of Hessel) is ongoing. Multiple meetings have occurred with the 
DNR, USFS, EGLE, EUPEA and Les Cheneaux Snowmobile Club. Currently, the bridge is 75% designed. 

- An Avenza map was created for EUP snowmobile clubs to assist in monitoring 9-1-1 locator marker along the 
snowmobile trails. 

Á Road and Bridge 

- A portable bridge has been removed from a completed timber sale, and one has been installed as a 

temporary measure by the Sault Ste. Marie Walmart. 
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- The Batty Doe (Western Mackinac County) Bridge Replacement and road repair has completed 50% 
engineering.  EUPEA from Sault Ste. Marie is the awarded engineering firm who is helping with this project. 

- 2 bridge projects are planned for bid and construction this spring/summer in the Newberry Unit.  

- Several projects being planned for bid regarding forest road improvement ς gravel hauling, shaping and 
leveling. Waiting on final approvals for funding. 

Á Facilities:  Working through ED3 exemption to get a project started on the Shingleton Fire Garage (insulation). 

Á Land Use 

- A swap of land along the Manistique River was finalized within the Shingleton Unit. 

- Permit issued for grooming a forest road for snowmobile use. 

- Reviewing a permit application regarding raptor banding. 

Á Forest Health:  Surveys for hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) are underway in collaboration with our Cooperative 

Invasive Species Management Area partners across the U.P. within 5 miles of the Lake Michigan shoreline.  So 

far, the closest known infestations are in western lower Michigan (Mason county). 

Á Commercial Forest:  No report 

Á Research:  Reviewing a permit application involving university research. 

Á Training:  S-290, Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior class is currently being planned. Two staff are assisting 

with this class.  SESC training for one fire staff. 

Á Vacancies:  ED4 hiring freeze has been lifted and hiring of key positions has begun. 

Á Other 

- Land parcel review in Chippewa County for the land strategy is through the regional review process and will 
be available for public comment in March. 

- Offices are still closed, and staff are still in telework status. 

- One staff from the EUP went to Washington DC as part of an Incident Management Team (IMT) to assist with 
the inauguration. 

 

Parks & Recreation Division:  Eric Cowing, Eastern UP Supervisor 
Brimley State Park/Detour Harbor/Lime Island 
Á Lime Island AST cleaning & Hazardous Material Assessment:  Restart meeting held on December 2nd.  Consultant 

planning field work in Spring/Summer. 
Á Lime Island Harbor upgrade project:  Looking into alternative docking solutions. 
Á Brimley Toilet/Shower building replacement: Funding received for construction for this fiscal year, anticipating 

construction will start this Fall.  PRD is still waiting for determination on the new LARA code for heating. 
Á DeTour Village BAS break wall repair completed. 
Á Hoping to get approval to fill a vacant Ranger E position for DeTour/Lime Island RA late Winter/early Spring. 
Á Brimley and DeTour Seasonal Rangers will return from layoff at the end of March. 
Á Brimley:  Closed for camping for the winter.  A few local walkers/hikers frequent the park.  
Á Algonquin Pathway:  Has been busy with skiers, snowshoers & hikers.  20 vehicles at the trailhead parking lot on 

01/17/21. 
Á Pine Bowl Pathway:  Has been seeing average use by skiers, snowshoers & hikers. 
Á Filling Campground Hosts for the upcoming Summer at Brimley S.P 
Á Working on DeTour State Harbor Seasonal Slip Paperwork. 
Á Staff has been grooming Algonquin Ski Trail 2-3 times/week, depending on snowfall. 
Á Ice suppression system has been up and running at DeTour State Harbor with no issues so far. 
Á ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿŦŀƭƭΣ ƘŀŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !¢±Ωǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ !ƭƎƻƴǉǳƛƴ ƴƻƴ-motorized pathway from the 

snowmobile trail. 
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Fayette Historic State Park 
Á Townsite:  General reactionary maintenance to window sashes, doors, locks, etc.  Installed new floor in 

Machine Shop. New cedar shingle roof applied in Building #3.  New cedar shingle roof applied in Building #27. 
Á All events cancelled. 
Á Total Attendance:  3-year FY average (2017-2019) = 91,745; FY20 = 121,630 (33% Increase)   
Á Camp Nights:  3-year FY average (2017-2019) = 4,943; FY20 = 5,931 (20% Increase) 
 

Indian Lake State Park & Palms Book State Park 
Á Toilet shower building replacement project refined schedule with hazard materials testing on existing building 

took place the first week in December. 
Á Palms Book State Park parking lot project has refined schedule with soil boring taking place this winter. 
Á Palms Book concession tile floor project has been completed. 
Á Observation raft replacement of bottom pan and canopy completion date has been extended until May 21st of 

2021. 
Á Laughing Whitefish Falls bridge replacement to have final draft and specifications to be released in the next 

couple of weeks. 
Á Septic field issues at Palms Book have been ongoing and currently being investigated for repairs 
 
Muskallonge Lake State Park 
Á Erosion continues to take a toll on the park shoreline and steps to the beach access.   
Á Annual Sled Dog event tentatively scheduled for January 9, 2021 was canceled due to Statewide COVID 

restrictions 
Á Facilities are winterized and seasonal staff on layoff. 
 
Straits State Park/Mackinac Island/Father Marquette 
Á Mackinac Island State Harbor comfort station approved to restart.  Awaiting additional grant funding. 
Á Straits State Park restroom / shower buildings approved to continue design but will not see constriction funding 

in FY 2021.  
Á Father Marquette learning commons and heritage circle currently in design phase. 
Á Summer and seasonal staff are now on layoff. 
 
Tahquamenon Falls State Park & Newberry Field Office 
Á Lower Falls Concession Store Remodel/Replacement project virtual progress meeting was held on January 11th 

to discuss the most current site and building plans that were previously distributed to the project team. The 
project team came to an agreement on a site plan but will have further discussions over the bathroom & 
concession buildings at the next meeting. 

Á Lower Falls Boat Concession/Island redevelopment project:  Olsen & Olsen contractors have signed a contract 
to begin construction immediately, some winter construction work is expected. 

Á Whitefish Point Harbor Redevelopment study is complete and moving into design phase   
Á The Newberry Field Office Supervisor position remains vacant, pending Civil Service clarification.  (delayed due 

to hiring freeze) 
Á Interviews were held for the vacant Newberry Field Office full-time Ranger E position. William McAlpine was 

the selected candidate and started his new role on Jan 11th. 
Á ¢ƘŜ [ƻǿŜǊ Cŀƭƭǎ IŜƳƭƻŎƪ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ оут ŎŀƳǇ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

total for this timeframe was 61. 
Á With the lack of snow, poor trail conditions and closures to restaurants & hotels the snowmobile season had 

been off to a slow start but is starting to pick up. With recent snowfall we are currently up to 18 inches at the 
park. 
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